
The virtue of impatience…October 16, 2020 
 
Tremendous tabbies: 
 
*Upcoming dates of interest: 
   -October 23 - end of quarter- assessment reports will be confirmed on October 28th and 
available for viewing on Parent Portal(we no longer print report cards, but will upon request) 
   -October 28th - picture re-takes 
   -November 2 and 5 evening Parent/Teacher Conferences from 4-7:30 
   -November 6 Parent/Teacher Conferences from 8-3:20 
(ALL CONFERENCES WILL BE VIRTUAL) 
    Teachers have or will be contacting homeroom parents with further details for 
conferences.   
   -November 11 - Veteran's Day - No school to honor our soldiers 
 
*Covid report - dwindling numbers of students each week out with symptoms, and no 
positive cases.  Always, my gratefulness to community, staff and students for supporting our 
efforts.   The pairs/pods is a deterrent of both the virus spread, and social growth, in my 
opinion.  But a necessary evil for now.  Thanks again for advocating for safety over this 
tiresome and troubling infection. 
 
*B-R-R-R-R-R-R!!!  The weather outside is getting frightful - students must have coats next 
week to be able to be a recess participant as the "feels-like" temperature will be very 
cold.   It is a good idea to send boots on Monday also, as there may be some of the white 
stuff floating around.  Thanks, as always for keeping our learners safe and warm. 
 
*In these seven weeks, we have accumulated quite a closet of lost and found.  Those items 
will be on the tables in the cafeteria until Monday afternoon.  All items not recovered will be 
taken to organizations in needs on Monday evening. 
 
*There is certainly pride in patience...the tortoise proved that, with perseverance in his bout 
with the hare...but in this business of developing children to adults, impatience can be, 
should be a virtue.   Currently, I have the undeserved but incredible opportunity to work 
with the state's finest educators and Secretary of Education Jones on a grant entitled, "Re-
imagining Education."  It was spurred by overtones of the pandemic and our necessary 
remote spring delivery, and influenced by Superintendent Willert and SDSU leaders 
amongst others.   As we construct plans to utilize the dedicated federal funds(which South 
Dakota won with 16 other states), and the ideas for reaching the highest level of 
expectations for our kids, I generally exhibit an impatience some times rankling my 
colleagues.   You see, although ideally, time would be subtracted from the equation of 
learning as an artificial and stubborn impediment to skill mastery, I also live in the reality 
that my 4th graders are 4th graders, once.  Fifth graders are fifth graders, once.  If we do not 



speed the process of offering data-supported change of instructional delivery today, when 
will they have a chance to take part at all?  The moment will be lost.   For educators, and for 
parents, within the confines of the systems we live in, our impatience should drive us to 
make the necessary changes in assisting our learners to maximizing potential.  That is the 
only way progress becomes peace of mind.  So, please excuse my impatience, but I hope 
you will see it as a virtue making good on the promise to elevate students to their highest 
possible achievement.   With our staff and community, nothing less is expected.  
 
Loyal and willing servant to the Camelot and Brookings Community...Kevin 
 


